Systemic Exophiala jeanselmei infection in a cat.
A 14-year-old spayed domestic shorthair cat was referred for ultrasonographic evaluation of abnormally shaped kidneys. Multifocal lesions were detected ultrasonographically in the liver and kidneys; a fine-needle aspirate of the kidneys was performed, and numerous clumps of fungal hyphae were identified. The following day, the cat was recumbent with advanced neurologic signs. The cat was euthanatized, and a necropsy was performed. Multifocal granuloma-like masses were seen on the liver, kidneys, abdominal wall, mesentery, thoracic wall, pericardium, and epicardium. Similar lesions were found on the cervical portion of the spinal cord, the cerebrum, and cerebellum. Exophiala jeanselmei, an organism of the phaeohyphomycotic group, was identified on fungal culture. To our knowledge, systemic infections caused by this organism have not been reported. However, phaeohyphomycotic infections are believed to be an emerging disease in humans.